
hi kay 1/4 3 I was ordered as Coumaoder to arew up the 5Ci ‘Jaeger* 

Btl. • in the main hiti. regard to toy technical experience as an engineer* 

Ihia flit* *ae to be forvaed •.! fch the aid of oil four Aruia of the German 
Aehrmacht (Arm/, Luf tweffe, Navy and laf fen-33}* For a (model, to atarturd 
of which was alas, unattainable owing to the difficult supplies problem 
in the 5th year of the war, we too*, the Brit* Cosuando Unite under Lord 
iloJhiijAITU, and the famous Aaer* 0,3 *S* units under Gen, BILL DoNCVaN. 
The_ Vagffar» Btl, 702 m e to perform special tasks which eoaid not be 
car?ftar out by eetrlo# -own with normal training, in July 1/43 X had Just 
managed to drew up 2 Companies of 15° non each. At this time, 1 began, 
acting cm instruction, to probe and engineer and soldier the possibilities 
of the ‘pocket edition* weapons of the German Mavy and Luftwaffe, In July 
1/43 X met an old acquaintance of mine in a Berlin hotel* Ve wanted to hare 
e nice little chat about tha good old tiaies and were therefore in mufti* 

I bad, of course , to keep in contact with ay adjutant, ifcerleutnant jUHL 
HAPl. About 3 o'clock in the afternoon 1 wae called to the phone. Greatly 
excited my adjutant Informed ae that 1 had been hunted for no re than an 
hour and could be found nowhere* An order had arrived that 1 was to travel 
by air to the fUrhrer's Bqa, In Best Prussia Im med ia tely* I at once gave 
Instruction for my uniform to be sent along, scraped together e few necessary 
toilet articles and drove off to the air-field* there X heard of the radio' 
report from that XLlSJCLIidl had been overthrown and arrested* The 
opinion was expressed that my unexpected first trip to the «as semehov 

linked up with this political sensation. Tha courier-plane was already 
waiting end 1 j«*t had tins to shout the alarm order for both my Companies 
to my adjutant* X had s marvelous flight which tvok me for the first time 
in my life over itusuoraaia and Bast Prussia, and I recked my bruins in ve~n 
in search of an explanation of this sudden cau to the FUrhrer'a iiqe. In 
eu,, case, 1 was burning to see the highest military co/uiaud of the German 
Reich with my o/.n eyes. Lusk descended upon the sweeping stretches of Bast 
Prusoia and the many lakes were reflecting the last rays of the sinking sun 
to the aides, Uir plane landed on a small air- field near one of these la*. os 
in the last gieea of day light* Hers a car was awaiting am which drove ae 
perhaps lUJua end through several cordons of artasd guards to the fuehrer's 
Hqs* It was right in the middle of the forest, and all barraeks and bunkers 
were so cleverly camouflaged as scarcely to be recognisable, in the gathering 
dusk* I was let into e well furnished wooden but, the "tea house" as I later 
learned* lie re 1 was introduced to Gen* uBBfUr der falls chirm, jaeger BtTJUcAiT* 

I also met 5 other officers, a At. Col* and a Major of the Army, two re ra chute 
Mayors and one Mayor of the laffen-dS* f Soon learned that these men were 
my unxnown competitors for the tusk at hand* As Captain of the deserve 1 was 
the lowest in rank and the only reserve officer of exl six present. After 
having a cup of coffee «e were ordered by an adjutant to Adolf Hitler's 
presence. For as, and 2 believe the others aa wen, this woe a ouuentoua 
occasion, being presented to Germany's Statesman and Supreme Commander of 
the Wohzmaoht* 1 at least was Immensely impressed by Adolf Hitler wnan 
seeing him for the first time, Ve were introduced and were required to outline 


- 1 - 


EXEMPTIONS Section 3(b) 
(2) (A) Privacy □/ 

(2)(B) Methods/Sources.’ $'\.. 
(2)(G) Foreign Relations □ 


Declassified and Approved for Release 
by the Central Intelligence Agency 
Date: 


NAZI WAR CRIMES DISCLOSURE ACT 



in a few woi. , our life history sod military career. Then came the question 
"*ho has traveled abroad, especially in Italy V* I mbs the only one who 
could gire the answer. Adolf hitler now di ced me a few specific questions, 
where 1 was born, when 1 had been In Italy and whet impression 1 had gathered 
there. Adolf Hitler now requested the remaining j officers to withdraw aa 
ha wished tv continue his discuesiou with me alone. It so happened that I 
was chosen for the greatest and scat dangerous task i ever encountered In 
my military, career* Adoif hitler lufonaed me that he was firmly recurred 
hot to letve hie friend Mcitooojua in the lurch and to prevent under all 
olrcunstoxicea his extradition to tLe allies, AdoH hitler outlined In 
a few precise words his t ruin of ideas, ui rx iomia was fur him not only an 

or similar political convictions, but be eiso called him nio one nod 
only great friend. Ha alidad that suciiuia/a was io his eyes *the last of the 
ancient Homans of the Cansarlen Tradition.* The thought of his Imprisonment 
was unoe arable one he regarded hie rescue «.n en absolute duty as his friend. 

The difficulty of the taste 1 fuxly realized when Adolf Hitler expressly 
gave orders tost only 3 persona were to ehare the knowledge of the nature of 
tcis miasxuu* lie placed me under the co.ixioa of uen* where t diWm f and* 
as a former member of the uif tweffe 1 waa assigned ae parachuter captain. 

Ub tails 1 was to disease with uen. Oberst STUuinT. witu these instructions 
I was discharged* 

AUrther details were discussed with Gen* Oberst 3l\A>BNr. As a safe 
guard against fUrtucr surprises the 1 fallachira jaeger JKorpe was to he 
transferred In the next few days from the £outn of trance to the area around noma j 
In order to secure under ail circumstances the most iutpv#tant supply-base 
In 'lUulale ami Sicily. Adolf til tier reckoned witn the possibility of the 
newly formed uoveromant kAPvunlU quitting the Axle r ower s . However* reports 
from the Uenaan ttnbassy In Home end from the Herman counter-lnteiilgeuce under 
Admiral u*MJuti5 gave quite a different version. 1 personally could at the 
time for- no opinion of my own* 1 arranged with Uen. ofaerst SivukwT to meet 
him next duy in the morning to fly witu aim In e bee-line to Home. 3^ men 
of by * Jaeger* titi. a *ooag these 10 off loess end six men with a fair knowledge 
1 teller, were to eeseoble the next morning cm the ti arils sir-field* It 
was now n id -night. A smell office ana a secretary were placed et my disposal 
and 1 put through a lightning -call to by Hettaiiou in friedenthsl. chore the 
man of my oUuii were on tends rbowlcs awaiting my oai^. They of course 
.wanted to know what the sudden ordering of their ow^icauder to the fUrhrer's 
oqs* exactly metmt. Shan 1 gars e Hat of the officer* over the phone who 
were to accompany me* there seemed something very like a revolt breaking 
out at the other end of the wire* Wobody wanted to stay behind and to 
Continue the drawing-up of the net tali on. The greatest stir wee caused by 
Qy instructions to have trupleai parachute equipment ready for ail men 
by the following morning. Host of my men were trained parachutists* The 
couipositioAi of ana and eqolpo»nt necessitated t± few further phuie calls 
end it was almost 4 o'clock 1*. the ^oru^g wuen the laat phone-cells 
wore througr;* 1 was given a small alee plug-bunk in one of coo shelters and 1 
could now turn over tee entire problem in my mind. It ms st^x evident that 
1 bed accepted « task w.hicu vrrerad only a very' small onanoe ox suoeesc. 
now could mJck>c*^o«i *s whereabouts be located and how could a oucossfui 
rescue attempt be carried out* These thouguts kept me awake* The new 
surroundings and the unique experience 1 had made this last a ay jarring on 
my nerves. At 7*30 in the -orning we were to lake off for Home* oleep 
was impossible and 1 got up, sported myself to a shower-bath and felt like 
newly bora, a good ore&kfast did away the last lurt-ng doubts and my' old 
optimism >yt the Upper hand oooe owre • A soldier must riraly believe In 




his suooess, then even the iapusaioie is witnin ai« reach. ‘11 u> flight 
to Hotue was 0 ;yi*j :'.uc event# Ntgnifieeat veataer acou atU t d d the 

way. *e passed over* *»y native city Vi com, uju.u«*rily without asking an 
lateroealdte lozkUiJ;.* «uid i flv^u t ho re lure wiy in i«£&lh.'tl^n asy 
•fare roll* to «y wife and my liwe girl* otyria xnd tcirlntxia alidad away 
beneath us, counties xu wuicu 1 Know axaost *very roau and Thick x wcxJLC 
ci t *lam to tty pilot* area tie Is trie #«r© now a^/pearing beasuvu, ^11- line 
coontnoa which hod oelunged to too turner Mtatria-ikingxleji aonarcnj ♦ 1C ow 
the eto~„?.l blue of the Adriatic auiled up to os froa below* dkipe, ilka f 
toy oOfl's wore eruiai<,.« ou uje nvur *avo Jiw^x of doxpiiins 

werv ro-vlV ** tin Jittering see. The aerie tic oca at of lUiy uured 

in sight beneath as* *? hse to 3am uiciaxae to use* civuc of vho to boring 
Applnlnas • *ail kaown roads nod towns eune Into view and we at last reached 
the ateireliv ycurg cir** of Hoc#c* It wes apparent that the au.acr in son wham 
Italy was at Ite peak, vur furl load echoic* tiuaa ubcu-ie uhaonrnaaly 
a til'll r.£* or. the air-field of Preatica di Mare tiw» glare of tto jo others aldoay sun 
sun t med its foil ole3t upu< us* fue air -U* unu*M*ru-i> cxoOu iwrj with the 
Pontinitr Sqenps near at baud# If ter uu hour's drive# b j oar we roach the beautifu- 
lly situated town* feieQuati oaruuring toe 3 upreo« hqe* of the oerumu tlcou 
in Italy* The rarifiea air of the bill ranges near Rose did **s goca* »e had 
to alt dorr, to % late lunob sod were then filled with one uociru, to turner 
off o ir clc^ec ar.j to gather frefch strong to* 

In the even: yg I was introduced to jfeldAftrbchall il~ofiUUiul, duproue 
Coaoandor of the German forces in Italy* and to hie staff, as Uenxrelooerst 
31U9£iJT'a adjutant* The arrest and the disappearance of KJb^iLi*j2iI ms 
naturally ouch discussed at table# Ho one bed the faintest Idea that Gwnjnii- 
cbvrst STUDWlT aod 1 were entrusted with locating the « hereabout* of the ouce and 
with effecting his rescue « be wars under striet order to let only five nan 
Into the secret# Sonars loberet STUDEflT and I were the first two, my adjutant 
who wes cn bis way «Qe to be the third, and two aian were finally to be chosen 
fro© the OeraRQ colony in Italy- Their knowledge of the co-utry was to assist 
us in our task* In the next few d&ys the let Fkliechirajaegorkurpe W uir) 
arrived by air in Hoar, la always on oc cession of such transports uy air, they 
h**d suffered casualties and loesea on their way in dog-fight* with an emy 
fights re* tfewa cfcosc through at last that oy 5Q men had safely loaned m 
(Strict dJ Ifera and 1 went to see thuc. at cnoo* They had boon linked up 
with a partjcbute battalion and were oixlcted uoai- the clr fieiu. Tne v wore 
nufforing Beverly fra< the intense best* Uy arrival eao always hoartlij 
accleiijtd since I rue iu the habit or bringing along t few toxau of fiaoc 
fruit nod foiiov/cd the practice of assembling ay osn on the beach for the 
absolutely ne^esaary routine duties. Ify adjutant Karl iUUL was tl.o oiaj one 
I toot with me to f^aequati# 1 initiated uin inco the ^xla ana be **e gripped 
by entries© at the loaeoaity of the teak* Realistic soldiers that we were, 
we did net ccnceci frea one another our apprehensions as to the luaeaae dif- 
ficulties cud zv] ting .'C# however, as soldiers and wpttai«te we hollered in 
our mission and kner tlot, chcuid even the nere^v possibility offer ltaexf, 
we should tale hold c«f it x-c. do out duties as true soldier* « In an officer 
who was attached to the Gerawn Aabasey In Rone, and In a ueiuun living for 
moro than a decade in the ex pi tel, we found our help-on tea unaber four and 
five* They else «*re lot into th? secret .«nd aerred our cause with axl their 
power and ability* RkDk and I often vial ted. Howe in uniform or in idufti and 
aade sevdtwx uoqualnt£uoee« He were daj' and night under way and battled 
with all our nlt*.t astinst the inertia befalling an visitors in Italy 
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daring the hot r mu. *•*. 

*• had lucA. la a r* * hr.urant wo made friends wl::; o fruit -merchant who 
invited us fcc • n fcim, In tiaples. The raaisrdng into thin eir of MUJoOLINI 

a&s still tcpio uuortxu* one, aiid nearly ever^ one Knew of tr-ia or th^t 
rixuor concerhin*, tue locality of Ida confinement* fiat eix cl; os proved to 
be g aoaplete we^rxt. *ere these r.'more spread intentionally or unlnten- 
tior^ixiy v 

•Vo w^ru -vf *.- *!*....*•' : •'•*. ecv . nifitusce of our i vu it -merchant 

in an exquixi. ;.o lii.la lo fa the fiay of tiaplea. In tne course of out oon- 
varies tiou .j .j.itti-i id v.-* c *.11 e.i jloyue of his had a boy-friend on o convicts* 
isle in the * - - rf *-ti ju.it oo eeen frca the iwnach. Xhe virl, of course 

*aa firstly cunt lad® * that her lorer was not getting enougn leave, and they 
baa tti-.no ryjit-.nbii s'. <c.'- j • i -ifrrv 3 ! device 5r o*ve to daily 

coseiunlcnt:? their U/vo to e*ch otbor* It 'fcuus came aoout that tho 

•ad sill received « :^ to tta effect thst iwve for tha present would oa out odP 
the quaation* slue* a nigh personality had arrived an «be i«Jc , tax control® 
tigbtunjd u r and *ui io*ve stepped, *ere we on the scent V Sc believed so. 
bur noxt ctaps were rendered extremely difficult by the aln^la fact that we could 
diaaiofeo it. u<j <ti,. t’-u 6X.ee i roasoL for out counosity. we male cur report to 
tfce iUeircx ’© Kqa., t t met with no belief. The version of our report wa® too 
xwtoyte fi'oa cu otUwrs dent to tue Hqa. one ev*>:.n$ I met ir. * olub Ir Boa® 
ono wf the ju-n> lia.rr Italics tiavy Officers, tie •poke Oei^n fluently. KaOL*® 
ftmowisuge of n* Hugo, as wen aa ay o.\n« was .-jood enough lor oidfir;ng « 
simple uxeui or for caking cur way* but we were both not able tu co; verae free* 
ly and fluently. fUiu navul officer to U us in strict confidence that be had 
Just gone aehont frou an Italian eruiaer in la Spezia which lied Lej.en iv-t3.4i. lti l 
a*ay fc<xu (lib ccnviu >.a < isle in the nay oi Jbfaplos. It wus no* auparunt 
that the Cabinet B/.l'i-vAOlO , which enwwaivd all official inquiries an to the 
locality where icUaJC^IPI wa» bald with the stereotype oasureucr of his good 
health, wit . out di.'oloaiitg his whereabouts, «ae constantly moving nloi from 
w&e place to anc ttu- r . thus rendering the location of bis whereabouts extreme- 
ly difficult, liiit/t jUi;»oaeialc even, be took up this new scont- vibhout 
getting any results. The only thing we could go on nos that the new internment 
place oust evidently oe accesaabla by waterway, ileau while *e received reports 
ir^en the sta ui Gurua^ garrisons in Sardinia which aaerned rather atno,ro. S® 
decidaa \u erter.i oui* investigations to both Sardinia and Corsica. 

In tbe iieantlne the general oositioc on the front? had detecstora tod 
rapidly, tub A1H06 had made a aucc 6 aaf.,l landing in Kelly, and we bad 
tc send off -£6 of our parachure divisions, to strengthen tbe front there . 
urn dnx *a reaeivsd a new report. The Duo® la in Sioily aome where quite near the 
front lines, be left for Sicily jua^odiately , only to find out on our arrival 
that the named place had Just be :n taken oy tbe Ailieo. A counter attack waa 
to be launched wi thir* u few boUn. It ks* successful, we weio aawn g the first 
to enter t ho plc^e, w&l> W find o-.t th.it this report had been a fake. The 
Jajoo had never bean near this blasted apor at all* 

In iUo* Z beet. he ecqu&i&tid with the ^rnac b»val liaison officer in ot« 
tiaddniena. Thla it one of tbe best Italian eeaporto, era situated in tbe north- 
east of Sardinia, In ot. Maddalena *e were told of servrai island, a awmg others 
of tbe lie dl fioooo, likely spott «bca'e M35*Giilil sec believed to be held, 
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‘i'he UcrmeL .liazs^n cffics-r informed ws that Me gnrtdaon bad mod a treji^thened 
<d 3 t* Jteddelena by & *Cfare»i dotoohnisrt , ocd thet new stringent pre- 

.-autiontry «ne*?isui^r tei L*?*cj: enfowtd the entire seaport area, dee 

Jiadddana 7 A. il direct £uestlojiin£ wee if^onalbie tor security 
r=.*osohy. U?:Jy in c rcundr,bou<; wn; vt tier**) from rare pa of gone!,* all in 
fazsauiioi of vtl .e* I dcoiio te ; ir-ce * ne of ray I tellur ojjeeKin.^ officers 
ut etc 41 s.or.na of the Gomel* liaison officer es interpreter. Instructed him 
Xc V??.;: *•*£ «y-s *nd to wlr^i* with the smalt fry unxcig the Italian civi- 
lians *cd oolfliers v>n St. WtddaaepH. H© was to report to tee dally by Goman 
rudio-teitjh I Tys»elf flew ,.© Sardinia or f«n© ocoesiorj* to* *, a Iooa. at ths 
asspert* a & 2 c er. inc poetic-; trip in a mo tor- boat and too* stoat of the entire 
The Tie dl oocco is olsi, © oonriets* island ?nd ra cautiously raored 
-P to it ®* few poror* «is fvr r e »r,« we? permitted to go # and I 

took a fer sneoeheti; of this piece alcc~ with s fav aire of the seaport area 
St# Meddelecr., I* ^insrei* that n cc«».»Ja of whi te-painted Italian aea^ilanea were 
at erebor **?i heber. I cannot evjdsiie myself why bt'io tl v just ttois via ion 
Iflpre^ed itself so indelibly on my mind. I spoke with my officer who furnished 
3» with evite a hordfcX of intoroctiag news. A certain part of the outward tosa 
area of 3 t. UadXeleaa *«• particularly closely guurrted* «nd ho had j*t bored hers 
and there thet e personage of bleb etandlow we© held there* tie added without 
even *r?**c?©- »„.« v^i-ierl© this lpfo-neticn wes for aw that he bad erect beard 
it wps the i>4ce biaaelf. 1 told hi« that tola yloce of news would be of highest 
Interest lu Goman gortmoMit cirjulee and ordered hie to ko*p on the treat. 1 
was roaoJLw d to vie nae of * aljrd\t hut well known weakness of the Italians 
for -ay This weak rrict #es th«jr* notion for ostein* a wager. 1 in- 

structed. my officer to ce-i this act!© «i#»y on the Italian mrrcheo.t from whom bt 
h^d -Tetberad this nanr. \*y officer ws to orrenq* e lit le stag party* and cn 
the oocaeioa voice the- onlnron that *J:x;ouiNl wea de-id. It contradicted he wen 
do suggest a wager, /here ?«s *nJy one difficulty to overcome, T-iia officer was 
S tee -to tailor, I Aiaioet hod to use force 3: ucrsuedlng him to have some cognac 
in older to fcae.; Ivin up for th- eve; t. This ruse ea successful beyond &ix ex- 
p^ct^tioo. officer m ’»orted beep thet our nn-chant had accepted the <a^r 
end was recd> to show h2ui the Uuce, if uol± Vruu «f«r # adding that be was held 
yrisoner tr * st^^h rilla outnide 3 t. Mr^-lilena. Kron a vantage point 

in the harbor 1 ccrefuily xcrutdr.ixed tt*e layout of t*ie villa and returned to Aona 
to rox>ort to Geovx*alc ■•.ret :**TuJ'£K' 1 ?« no aco irete me. on of the forti- 

fied area* I deciuod on 1 J August i^/;3 to oorr.-, cut a reeonnalaaanos flight at a 
^reet aj titude over the fortreoc and to make a fow pbotogr-^pho. This loth of 
AuguM-, a. biAthdr-.v, wts to be in its tru«wt aeM-e day of rsblrtb* 

Ir "Ion tv 1 9 ■ */e fVaw ovrr* tht h^dive**- KMK' j:rd m.ded or naall air- 

field an osrrtirjjf? ref 4*5 Ling, m ttwn 'off #1 aaiu l.mtiatel> **nd banded 
for ih - * h* orrtar to *«Mr t^a necessary sJtit-ide. 1 lyln^ In the 
fore of the oouipletsely e. closed co*j’.4it t.t th*t t;un, sy as pa tny ;| «y oi-iara 

beside ?&, A i»9uutifi:l risw presented i tee If. blcs seo wan here and there 

lntrripfreH with w-vlAtorv roate.find n faw M*\nil ftcyjocting xsibRda* Ajl of 
e suditen h report thro <vu tne -nikei *fwo eue-fly figct«r»» I heuM 

few burjt of fire, uutao of ^*e,i evidently Cisj-u tlia mar mobina gaiiuer* 

1 bad. no chance to join 3n the v* .'wr«-*rrd end lifter h few alsutes 

aui - ,< *u rr>t nf * i wa.i uu fr< as ins tu-i ly tho oeuutiful ‘jinnewy as to 'jtilckiy 

ferret. fcj)o .i,us;*.inb)r .a '**m juet vjrr*-*io ioe* 4 . 1 tvu noticed tlittt 

our »lvily lcair> r.f \ j« # *n ; j.-xca o.*ir'i < « ^ "Hajo for tho reanuu. 

\ re'**’ eve<* r»: yunwer. i‘urr.3 *»•;. be-U i ay.w cu-v c : .\e contorted r«ce or tbo 
l>iiOt. icd 1 .tetic^d Ui«t jf tr-e 1*1 •: ftir-enrn^s Out Of *vit3m. 
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fhe surface of ti Jb uea rustic., *vwi*o uo *1 a terrific a*eed* x jodt 
tied tile to taie uofa ox ifcc £uu-;rx.4i .*i£d wu huh.* uj for xife* A 

dr.ja'i i'ouii /cu, tCr» ^lasj i nsajeeur*. a^siiu.ju. tw *«od w«w*' -nd 

too afrUta a anivore ol~scJ over a> Uuuu* our pami* luiJ atruoX Cue durfuoa hard 
ai*i a lout fr-cn of d-inoix for a fa* a^uoo^u* x auUdecJo felt a hand dragging 
at r o. cuxxcr and the «*r.fA '*uua otnrted vo aeuvn jab •*« u*ro under enter 

*m 4 vMi.i c son vi* clr-0-u..oo aid rc^bliwad in tco upper reaches of toe CvOkylt* 
x o uct*i uw«:. u- u*r out «. uov, rvu^xiou j. cuu b*ex *yia , t.*oug tue washed 
at 'ij ix<i »«» w. tic trialed aoaa* icu couiu woir a pm dro*** a ho pilot* 

it. 6 fc.C0l.iO * •il'u *u.a bUii.i(ut« vU)i 4 «.J#l* i— «4«C CW^^i t* ••* QoUXd 

oeu.* vV x-*v v*her S'xw of oar oi*..* tUo twi^pomtor oud tno 

iWOV^XUJI • 

a ^jbve Wudr- w o^&rLta *.<« eaio.'jo^&y *iit above tea ooexplt* i*he 
-UOCt-J -iXOt ti.tt * 1 r« • ujuo vO f oi *f,t: •.'.'feCJtw ,C • ,-)Oi*t£ to 

toe cuifi-vv a*/ tot- ad^ti iifcMU <te the '.o^au oi v. ou w C fc aubaunne quit their 
C 6 &;;« 1 u-..9 it* lsxl ox-e So iiUiO: u,/. auo alter lv& coiae tb* first yxxot* 

xl ia mo «*..$>■ iwefler wo» uVoi'Oodii the |M>’/ 961*4*8 of t**o water «u*a vo ux« Moca, 
eu/Ticiont tir for the uy«<oiu jajitiey* *<- ww^v dUftatii’^-i ouu* ly to jK* feet 
uiivt* t.-ier* After o« mree i^u c^xnr.u U.e ourictie, the p la n e boohed up again 
for a Xdi* «iiuui«u *>c *t uioe ».<uX to Aw 00 »- cocxpit and hunted for out 

siloing ov-J**u»iuud# aLp^ i\tvuai' a<u»xaii «y o> vlx aroth tuiutha exci t Axu o nt 

but oira^ed tv ^et freo frv>-j «ho ixoaxiiu;; prefix, and tie pilot uuv auuoa^ed 
to 5c*. tu> ulu^lf xiioat £t« di , a%*U frat the reaoi&ate of 

i;\c A 6 mxHl tO XOO www.;'lk| UXVuU taJVU.jil t 4 *u ItUXO XX *3 «-STVCwl OJT 

ottuvho vft-*s au*u X how just a ut uloor- *000 see wvc o 01 the plane 

UikJu Ur »»<*■« iUiA^UU iWtoV**' XU Uc' tij-uO *vUX U. I'l ttt il lU U *U<at 
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for the radio atution In C^oraicu for uo ;^u*poaa of reporting our rescue , 
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Auxiws.r*a r-o-* ftlx U-.X j-* . :*c^ii**s«* '. -.iu-w ^Aiti^ai. lexers 


► 6 • 



were gathered a ro^nd Aioif oilier* anoug other> norma soaring* xi^oentro,'* 
jjoealtz* id^iLer* aeitei* and Jodi# 1* us an absolutely umnown captain 
of tho ouftwaffo, wua called upon to report uu the situation, tty word© 
must tore been l’fctner convincing* for Adolf hitler retracted hie given orders 
and uak d me If 1 had any definite roacuo plan in ay amd for ofc. ilna-ttleua • 

1 outlined my scuems and found approval* fhe nojesa&xy orders were issued 
at once* and a speed-boat fiotllia a t& tinted iu tue mediterranean as well 
as several units of trumps In Corel ce were pieced under coua^ud* ^ariy 
next noming uencrolobcret -uiWtuT and 1 returned by air to Kane* Ity 
tuou.^nts were preoccupied *i th the planned enterprise* l perfectly under- 
atoai taut toe bcsun* success of this pi n d«i«ndea entirely on its 'surprise* 
moment and that* above ail* tbe j»at difficult jvort ecu id ^e getting cuear 
of the port with idU^oooiiU* tie made our prepare ti one lu an baste and reported 
«aii ready" to the fuehrer's Hqs* from here the start signal, was given* 
on 27 Hu^uat 1>43 i embardea with a few hnnd-ploxed *uen in u*r speeubwuts ana eft 
a storqy passage we eventually reached tne port St* ua^dtuouft oetore derx* 

1 noticed at once, wneu sleeping into the harbor that xjuX, one of the laeatioOcd 
planes was atiii et o^onur* ^t the auuieht i paid scarcely any ettsutiw** to 
cue fuCb* in order to remain as mewxsploous as possloie 1 went ashore dressed 
as 0 simple sailor* met my officer and went off with him in a final 
reconnaissance sortie* «y offloer assured me that a^x was as ueforct* a 
tight c anion of double sentry poets Mid gusxds was fraim around the villa* 

*e passed by at acme distance and 1 paid npocial attention to tbe newly 
ins taxied texepu^ae lines* ft© eventually arrived at a house situated a 
little higher up* where we intended to purchase a^me fruit and from 
where ee wanted to tu*.e a good leva at "our" vlxxa* atiix lu etc firm 
-exief tnat we would atari our dangerous venture etn. toe next turning* 
a "caruoinleri" sergeant passed our cay by chance and we drew nun into 
a conversation* As usual the ineTitohie fAuoocuxnl topic cropped up* 
and aa usual* we declared we firmly ueile?od tbe Ouoe to he dead* Ibis 
assertiw once more did tne tricx* rhe sergeant, no© very loquacious* 
and bent upon convincing un that he nimseif bud escorted the itooe to 
the harbor this very' morning* end tnat the l>uce bad left Sardinia in the , 
second ond now mia^iug seaplane* fhe cat was now uut of the .beg* as far as the 
olssinj plane was concerned* 1 subsequently round out that the Italian 
authorities had dune a nice little place of camouflage wore by giving 
a r diced * plane in die tress* aign&a* -fbis enlightenment came In the very 
aide of time* the very next morning we would have alighted ou *be empty* 
next our intentions would have been realized and we wouUX have not even 
att/ud a dog r s chance ol carrying out our orders to a successful and • 
be bad to begin ax* uvern^axn with our investigations* 1 seaplane* we 
kne #* could only lana 00 a water surface* and our special as ten tit** was 
therefore focussed on all pof ui. «ere again fortune entiled upon us and 
our soldier's luck came to our aid* a few days later 1 accu^ptmied wen* 
cberst xiiiUlWT who was me pec ting a seaplane squadron of *ne 1 xarecoute . 

Hlfle CoriW on the nade Xrasimene* In the Commander of the squadron 1 met an 
old Austrian friend and learned whan chatting with him that on £6 August 
during an air-raid alarm a white seaplane bad landed on tbe lade* Shortly 
afterward a fled Cross car left the seaplane base and had beaded for Home* 

At this time we bad to cbeok upon coin talas rumors* Some related ttxt the 
Duce was Interned In a sanltorcum in Home* others that he was neld lu a 
castle in Central Italy* and so forth* Ail these dues turned out to be 
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The situation in Italy »aa cot Jb lantlyr deteriorating and the struggle 
Tor the island was drawing to a dose* The unrest of the war-fatigued 
jicpulace which had practically been at ear for the last 10 years i Abyssinia;, 
was increasing day by day. The allied bomber attaok* on Hone# -Naples and 
other cities had flayed an important **rfc* 31 ie danger was dreeing nearer and 
nearer of bsdol£iio*s Cabinet negotiating separate peace terse and thus 
outbid off the German Armies in Southern Italy* But auny influential 
deram authorities still wo id not believe in this possibility# In 
these last d&.s razors had condensed that the Buce wee now held in the 
Appininoa* iiuny Inquiries were node through c this region by ptfsoae 
who never realized what exact reesoo their given teak a.tu&xly had* This 
information revealed more end acre traces leading to the area of the Aran 
Saaao, the highest peak in the Appinine range. I even found it noeeosary to 
cuncact a love story in order to gain -ay purpose. 1 Invent d a girl 
friend from Rome who had fled with her parents fro., the Capital in fear 
of the Allied bomber-attacks. 1 begged an Italian friend to hunt up this 
girl, whose exact address 1 unhappily did not possess, and who Btust be 
living somewhere near the Gren ^asso* 1 explained 1 wished to a end 
her a love letter*. Just this •reeo&nai^^nce*# naturally performed quite 
unwittingly by the Italian, proved to ba a full success* he informed me 
that tlie vc x ley was entirely condoled off and that the hotel at the foot of 
the Cr&n iesso had suffered the eviction of ail its personnel, since the 
area was being used for training purposed by *Carublnirl* units* foe 
telpher-line* the only way of access to the hotel, woe also out of -oands for v. 
traffic* 3 adio installations and freeh "Cmbiniri" units pointed to 
increasing military activities in this area. It was also* he added, 
further more rumored that \ia-oonihl wua held prisoner in tills hotel. 

This rujor I believed to be true* I oould not oonoelve of a more 
ideal spot for enisl'd imprieoooent than this hotel, cut off completely 
frutt the restof the world, situated more than 6000 feet above sen level 
and not even a roadway to link it up wit:, the veiJLay* 


Phis hotel was newly built uns the o/*ly thing I therefore could get hold 
of was a prospectus from a traveling bureau. i*he hotel. woe to be found ca no 
maps* It was therefore absolutely neoess^r. to take a few aerial photographs 
of the surroundings in order to have somet- ing to go on. The results of our 
inquiries had been currently reported to the Fuehrer's Hqc., including those 
which hod induced us to give up our ot* Haddalena plan* On the 6 September 
1*43 received the order: 'Prepare and cany out on tar prise Dues ae quickly as 
possible*" Co b September, together with -ay adjutant HAUb and the 20 
officer of the Psreohute Rifle £tl«« I toot off for my reconnaissance flight. 
Seen from a height of 14000 fee t, the Applolne range lay there in all its 
grandeur* *iid rennet and aeraatd crags presented those el res* We flew 
over the hotel and saw it was surrounded by the same wild scenery* Our 
aerlax cameras were already in operation* Suddenly o r large built-in 
stereo camera -topped working* *e gre bed hondcamer&s and, hanging half 
our of the plane, we too* snapshot after snapshot* He then flew ae far 
as Vencie, turned end repeated the same procedure on our return flight* 

UDL and 2 nearly froze our hands off while operating the oarers* Just 
before reaching Home, it must have been about noon, *a saw squadron after 
-iquudru; of Axlied bombers fly in; over fnasquati. They were pouring their 
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deadly loads Into our Supremo Hqe* The bouse itself* Tills Tueculm H 
bad rooeived 3 boob bite. (Jne of fy officers bad. been killed* and three 
who bad been burled alive were juet being rescued* ill our material 
end our kit was burled beneath the ruins* Despite the danger of •duds* 
ee salvaged all we could* The civilian population bad suffered terrific 
loses* yet all available bands were helping in the salvage operations* 

1 made off for the hospitel , which was almost filled to the roof* I 
wanted to see eons companions of nine but nearly ail of them were in 
s dying condition* 1 want to the photographic center* only to find a 
pile of bricks* The snapshots we had made could not be developed, properly* 
We at last faound s makeshift photographies teller rigged up in a tent 
which was in a position to develop a few rough prints for us* 1 out- 
lined together with Radi our plan of action and presented it to Gen* Oberst* 
STUDENT. We wanted to land with gliders near the bo .el and to overpower 
its garrison in a surprise attack. A strong detachment was simultaneously 
to creep up the valley (Aressano), was to seize the Telphar-llne station 
and to cover our retreat* At five in the afternoon a new surprise* 
we heard over the radio that the Government fiadogllo had begged to the 
Allies for a asperate peace-treaty and simultaneously declared we#- on 
Germany* The Allied bomber attack on the Qerman Supreme Hjs* had there- 
fore been a preparatory measure to this end* What mattered now was to 
keep a firm bold on the vital supply bases for the weak German units In 
tbs area of Rome* if ail German Div's* fighting in the south were to 
be saved from finding themselves In a most pra carious position* On the 
6*9* and 10 of September a brief spell of fighting ensued which ended 
with the disarming of the troops loyax to the king* Other Italian Det'a* 
were willing to oontinue fighting on Oenaany^e aids and to go over to 
our lines* New German formations wars approaching from the Southern x 

Tyrol* Italy in its entirety* however* with the exception of the environs of 
Rome* were in the hands of Bedogiio's troops* And amidst ail this mix-up 
the propers tlons for our lnterpriee had to be oarrled on* Disagreements 
of a technical nature arose between Luftwaffe officers and myself for 
the reason that a landing of a parachute action from such an altltuda 
was regarded as sheer madness* Such an undertaking had as yet never 
bean planned* even less carried out* Losses of at least 60 per cent 
were predicted even for the landing itself. On 9 September a new blow* 

Allied radio reports claimed that MUSSOLINI had already been extradited 
by the Government Badojtgilo and had arrived in Africa on board a battle- 
ship* Was this report true or was it a ruset None of us had seen 
MUSSuLXNX in this mountain hotel* Our plan was based purely on surmise* 

It was Impossible to start making fresh inquiries In the enemy occupied 
area* they would anyway only have aroused suspicion* *e bad to rick 
the venture in spite of ail* Gen* Oberst* STUDENT approved of my plan 
after hearing my report* a Parachure Rifle fitl. w*e placed under 
my co.aro&nd whioh was to carry out the valley problem* Some oft he best men 
picked from the best Iferaohute Rifle Company and a large number of m> 
own men were to carry out the enterprise Itself together with me* Me 
bad difficulties in getting hold at the Prac tica airuase 12 normal 
gliders carrying lu man eaob* Carefully weighing our chances my adjutant 
and I came to a disheartening result* We could only even give ourseivea 
a very slight ohanoe of suooeeo* But the order was there* and we soldiers 
oust carry it out* 1 went to my men and lined them up* 1 told them I 
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I was expecting In the next few days an order to undertake a most 
dangerous mission, and that *9 stood a damned small oha. ce of , 

"pulling it off" and of surviving# 1 could only proalee them one 
thing and that was that I would constantly be Kith them and would 
do ay utmost to bring this vitaiiy i .-.portae t mission to a auoceaarui 
end. I only wanted to feJca volunteers with me and was freatly pleased 
w«.en not even one of then wanted to stay behind* As soon es tbs 
fighting had stopped orders were given by den* Ob e rat* STuDajr to 
carry out the action on 12 September 1^43* *«ro tio^ 1400* he made 
Ca e stipulation* Under no conditions whatever was e ncee-dlve 
landing to be attempted from these heights, in view of the. air currents 
which were expected to be over the mountain range* Jui gliders were 
to attempt a smooth landing and observe ail precautionary measures* 

The aerial photograph seemed to show up an apparently only alight declining 
slope which seemed suitable for our purpose, and to promise m half-way 
safe landing* 

The 12 of September approached, the weather was grind* there were 
sufficiently large clouds in the sky which made an unnoticed approaoh 
poo el ole* the IC officer of the Corps was the only person beside 3ADL 
and myself who had seen the hotel and wee to le^d in a power driven plane 
the entire drive to their goel. The *»n* hud set forth during the night 
in order to reach the vaxley of Avezz&no by a rounds uou t route* It was 
necessary to a trictly observe the given zero time* At noon the 12 glide* s 
tue tow-planesand my 106 men were all assembled on the airfield rrstlca 
di i*e re end ready for notion, the tension was blgh, ai always tc such 
occasslons* (Jen* T spoko cues more to tue men to n uoo 

1 had Just outlined xy plan of action* 1 myself was to use the third 
glider* 1 expressly gave orders, that come wbat may, no person was to 
open fire before 1 myself fired the opening snot* Should i be wounded 
or killed, then the first shot was to be given oy one of tac officers 
©ccuiipeoying me* 1 realized that tha Italian force would be stronger 
than ours <my reports had spoken of about guards in ana around the 
hotel) and our task cvuid only oe wrought to a good end lx *,ne surprise 
moment was played up to toe utmost* It ves certain that no one «xpe ted 
an attack from the air and tula was our one and only chance to "piui it 
off*. Suddenly, approaching enemy bomber formations were reported, and 
shortly afterward the first bo*ba were already or&etung around us* It 
was almost one o'clock and we had to take off at cu^ costs In order to 
keep within our zeru-hour schedule* The take-off was successful m spite 
of tue fresn boauK raters , and 1 only learned later that 3 °f our gliders 
were already put out of action during the take-off* After half an tour's 
flight tue two planes ahead of us suddenly vanished* 1 was now forced 
tw take the lead myself in spite of the fact that my gilds r offered only 
a very poor scope of vision* how we managed to rina our gotn 1 don't 
know to this very day* *e were flying a height ol a perhaps 11000 feet 
and 1 could aee tnrougn a hole in toe ciouda the valley of Arezzone* 

The first detaonmsnts were already moving in* 1 glanced at my watch* 
ttit.iu a few minute a it was zero tlie. 1 gave the orderi " ’Tighten 
eras., uexmeta". through another gap in tha clouds 1 could now see our 
aim, the note! m the ^odutoins* l gave the order to release the towaables* 
my pilot, a younu xieuteneutand the best glider pilot in the v orps Is 
already altering off m a sharp curve in order to get his bearings and 
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to find our iuudin_, slope* Almost at the same time we noticed that we 
sere the Tie time of a grave error* The supposedly flat slope clearly 
showed a slant of at least kO degrees and was therefore ebeouteiy useless 
for our purpose* A brief decision* we had to act against the express 
order of Gen* ugora t. oiWcnTi The only alternative to giving up and 
turning bach was a crash-landing* 1 sailed to the rllot i “Crash landing 
as near to the hotel as possible * # The glider was already tilting 
downward and we snot toward our goai at a terrific speed* This lasted just a 
fsv seconds* Then a crash* sounds or splintering* o reading and grinding, 
and a terrific juit ahoo* a f from head to fuot* he had landed airlgut* 
end almost within some 50 feet of too hotel. *e leapt from tne wreckage 
and rushed toward the hotel* *e yelled a l msl in balto* (stick 'em up; 
to tne nearest guards. They stood rooted to the ground* completely 
dumbfounded, wot a rifle was lifted against us* The y of us rushed up 
to the hotel. In open door* It was the wire -less operating ru~w. As 
pushed the ope retort aside ( and a blow or a pistol butt put the apparatus 
out of action. Three things raced through my mindi "Would the taut nerves 
of ay aen sterna the strain, would they start shooting* was the Dues here 
after alii* It was impossible to enter the hotel thrown the operator*# 
room* We had to turn back. The man who was covering alone the entire 
action with the mao blue gun wbb lying there as c«x,l as a cucumber behind 
hie gun was strictly observing the ordered. fire discipline* We 
r ashed along the w&xis of the hotel and suddenly cam© up against a 
terrace raided some 10 feet frum the ground. 1 was the first uo scramble 
Up* my eyes swept over toe hotel facade* and 1 now saw che woxi jujown 
head of the l>uce framed in one of the windows on the first floor, imr 
venture had nut been in vein l *e now stood the chances of actually 
rescuing JlUiJunilfll* A faff leaps brought us up to the front portal 
whloh was secured by machine guns, vur shouts * .ani In balto* rang o~t* 
ihe •surprise mooent* aas still shoeing its effect* tne of ths officers and 
1 managed to shove tue toactuite guns aaiae and to jump over them* and with 
a few blows with the butts of our machine pistols we forced our entrance* 

Inside we dashed up the stair*, founn the right door toe very first go 
and piled* aauiS co-ini and three Italian officers were in the ro^ui. These 
officers were bundled out and the officer accompanying me covered the door* 

As yet* not a snot had been fired. 1 rushed to the open windows and gave 
two of my sergeants a helping ha^d who had climbed up a lightning conductor. 
They clambered in and in time to see a second glider nosediving perhaps 
eo*js 200 yards away* ihe pilot was my company com* gander who broke ala foot 
in the landing process. The men jumped out and started moving up to tne 
hotel* on the other aide a third gilder was also preparing to land* 
from this slue further y men would soon arrive. 1 experienced the 
horrifying spectacle of seeing one or four further gliders preparing for a 
crash landing apparently swept away by an air ourrent and hurled wit ha 
terrific impact against the aju-ntaiuslue* *e afterwards only found daad 
and wounded among the wreckage. The occupants of those last three planoe 
were also now moving up* ana at this luu^ent the first scuts were to be 
heard* Italian outpuet stationed around the fissured and rugged plateau 
bad opened fire* 1 dashed into the foyer of the hotel end demanded to 
apeak with the commandant* A colonel appro a red and 1 requested him to 
order immediate cesgatlon of six useless real stance since their prisoner 
was already' in my hands. 1 required him to surrender the hotel in order 
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to prevent furtner uiooci^ned. us as tod Tor a rev minutes respite to 
consult 2 genera is who vere aisu present* in toe betel. After a fev 
-til Lutes trie ftte of a^x ounce reed was decided* The bo^el was sumsd- 
ervd without any further we^iswmep. i now ordered all Italian aoxdiera 
tu assemble in the foyer. Arms were to be left Outaide tue Cw*ex* All 
off leers vere to keep tnelr uraa and were to be regarded as superiors by 
their sen as before. i wen remo-iber a rsiy chivalrous gesture vte 
Italian colonel made* ne had a goblet with red wina and presented to me 
with the #orda; * for the victor*. I now paaaad a few brier orders to 
my men turoogh the window and could tue re -upon at laat give my full 
attention to Atu^o^inl. x reported to him with the words. "Dues, the 
ruehxvr has sent toe as a to*en or his loyal rrleuseulp** mu^Juniul 
embraced me and e^euroa t*mt he had dally expected nie extradition to 
toe allies, out tnat he would have put an end wo nie life bef orou^ua . 

He had round friends among the officers of the fuards. Thereafter 1 
left the hotel* d»aw to it that sentry posts were put on the lout out, and 
finally gut in. contact vita the valley detbC.^ent. they had taken the 
telpher-line station in the valley after a grief encounter. ‘The teipher- 
11 ne was soon operating again and after a short tUaa the first rein- 
forcements arrived at ice hotel. 


our rescue venture oust now be completed by getting mu^ujuioI oafeiy 
to Germany • To this end we <*ed prearranged three possible means of 
gettlug away* The airfield xvaznaxso was situated at the ou*u*t or the 
valley ana was held by tue Italians, by n&dogllo forces* IV is airfield 
was to we gained for a short tame at a newly tt ivtn zero-hour after 
successful completion of our rescue action. Three German planes vere 
to land at a given signal, one ofwfclch tos to ba used by Due© and ay self, 
while the others were to serve as decoys in case of possible pursuit* 

Hie second possibility wta to take off in a *3 torch* plane from the valley. 

A third and most dangerous possibility I tad envisaged the landing of s 
s toren plane near the hotel. This plane «ns thereupon to attempt to 
t&ke off again* Our vaxle> detachment was equipped with a radio trans- 
mitter and 1 had the following message sent to Homs 'enter prize successful. 
Await new zero time for departure.* Perhaps 10 minutes later X wanted 
to pssa through the new zero time for the seizure of the Avemano airfield. 
This message never got through. Our radio communications with Hooe had 
broken down* 1 therefore had to take recourse to tbs second possibility. 

A S torch plane haa landed In the valley and a suitable meadow bad been 
found for taking off again, l gave orders for this plane to stand by, 
ready for departure. And was Just cn the pblnt of leaving the hotel with 
HU330UiiI when 1 was told that tbs plane hod smashed its landing gear and 
was out of action* How the last and most dangerous course was only left 
for us open* The *3 torch, piloted by a captain who was a personal pilot 
of Oeneral Oberst* 3TLDBMT, was already circling over the hotel* be shot 
up some flares as landing signals and cleared a make-shift landing space 
with the help of the ItlalanA as well as we could. The ground surrounding 
tbs bot^l was strawn with stone and pieces of rock. The landing was success- 
ful * X bed a talk with the pilot and be declared that the taka -off would be a 
most dangerous affair, than informed that X would accompany tho Hues he 
declared that this would make the venture well-nigh impossible. X was 
compelled to make use of this last means of departure, fully realizing 
that X could not risk crossing a stretch of roughly 120 kilometers 
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through enotcy occupied territory with Du ce on ay bands. On the other hand, 
X could not risk letting UU.^U-lNl start off alone since ell raaponoi-iii ty 
would rest on my shoulders should a ais-bap occur* It ess toy wish to share 
this likely danger with the Duco and the pilot and either puxi ii off or to 
oraah with then* X gave orders to my unite to the affect that all arms and 
sen were to be transported over the teipber-line to the Talley, Our 
prisoners, soldiers as well as of floe r, Mare to re on in In the hotel and 
•ere to have their freedom, Itly the t»/o Generals were to be tm en along. 
The preparations for our take-off began. VUe runway, slanting down hill 
and with the :4nd blowin from the rear was swept clean of axl rocks and 
stones an well as possible. *e climbed into the machine, the engine 
roared and our take-off began. The plane simply refused to rise from 
the ground. *e had almost reached the .rink of the. precipice when a 
ditch suddenly cut straight across our path. The plane hopped orer the 
ditou. buupod the ground on the other side and canted orer the brink. 

After a sheer drop of perhaps luou feet the pilot succeeded in gaining 
control over the pliuia r ^nd r c ceemed to bf hanging suspended. The 
plane flew over the vtlxey ,,uct above tUt * round and erentuaxly reached 
the sir ~se« 1 comirea the Duce for tils item; ho must have clearly 
recognised the danger in cur ta-.e-off euu the litexihood of a crash, since 
he was an experienced pilot himaolf. Al ter a few aim coa ha had 
cadences to explain the land scape ulippiuj uwy cenesth us and to speon 
of fus life* in fatica di the three planes tie re awaiting us. re 

cli ill) el into one of them and off we went to Germany. 

1 had decided to head for Vienna cs first landing place* 1 had 
ordered observance of a cirict B/t silence until reaching the Gerjttn 
frontier so es cot to give oursexvec, a.&y to possible pursuers, .?c 
left iioato at about over Gerinthia weather condi tiona become very 

bad. *e *ere flyi^ through fog and rain. The operator tried to get 
radio searings from Vienna, bui could es-wbli«h no oommunicatiofl whatever, 
leather conditions were deteriorating further stixi and twixight was 
setting in. Judging by the time for the hwur, *e should be somewhere to 
the UwUtL of Vienne, but i*e had no ground visibility and had to fly 
at an altitude of 5^00 feet to keep clo^r of the noun tain ranges lying 
•head. <Va were elso running short of fuel. 1 mis & wretched out in 
toe cockpit and was ouaeuvoring to get a glimpse of the ground beneath 

through very infrequent gaps in the banka of clouds, for nose time 

already ./« hid been erasing round and it was by now almost dark. *e 
woui^ jcoi: be cojipeJlel to make a forced landing. At this point 1 at 
least seceded in getting a peep through the clouds and bolieved tc make 
cut & large watt r surface beneath. «ere my calculations correct, this 
•***■* be the tansledler inks eastward of Vienna, i $eve erdero to dive 
through the clouds and we cere la luck. It was the very lake 1 knew so 
•all and we monag.d to gain the Danube, flying due north course of the 
river and by this moans eventually reached the veil known airport is pern 
near Vienna. Ac landed on the airfield in complete darkness end with 
only a few drops of fuel left in tte taiko. It wee $ o'clock by now. 

Is we learned later, both accompanying planes bad been forcod to make an 
emergency landing and both planes bed beta heavily dacag?a. This 
Circumstance eventually gave rise W lo iwor tLat 1 also had made an 
emergency landing with the Duce. lhe night *ve spent in hotel Bristol 
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in Tienna* Several trunk oiiU nn put through to the Auhrer'i bqm.s 
«d I had the Joy of a loo we looming my wif a at tha hotex. 3 ha ana 
greatly relieved after being without nave from me for eevarax weaka. 
Shortly before midnight I we a decorated by a General Staff Oolonal 
of the Amy in the name of Adolf Hitler with tha Ihlght'e Crete of 
tha Iron Oroaa. Tha next day 1 flaw with tha Aeea to Munich where we * 

■at hie family which had an tha 12 of September alao been freed by 
c unit of my sen from internment at a country eeat* Tha next day we 
eou tinned our flight to the fUehrer*a tt^e. in Beat Arueaia* Adolf 
Hitler met ua on the airfield* The meeting of both atataemen wee moat 
Ootdlal* 2 had to report and give detailed aoeouat of our enterprlee 
from beginning to end* Teo daye later I returned by air to Italy to 
fiteh my man* Aa a reward we were glean pamleaion to oroaa Italy and tha 
beautiful southern Tyrol in a motorised march to Innebruok* X . jok 
all wounded fit for traneport with aa* from Innehruck wo continued 
our journey by train to frledentb&l* finally we all ware given our 
well^earsed leaver 


